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Wales. Alice sighed over the brevity and uncer-
tainty of life, for it was the young who were being
taken : it made one remember how easy it was to
miss opportunities for kindliness and self-denial.
. . . Relatives from other parts of Germany and
brothers from England came for a brief night or two,
but they passed on again on their larger orbits and
Darmstadt settled back into the formal monotony of
Court life. The children had bad colds, spring was
long in coming, she herself was very rheumatic,
and her birthday was but a melancholy festival.

But life had its humorous moments also, highly to
be cherished. The Queen conferred the Garter on
the Grand Duke, and as he was an extremely shy
man he begged that the function should take place
quietly at Darmstadt; so instead of his going to
Windsor she sent out Prince Alfred with the imple-
ments of investiture. On the appointed afternoon
Princess Louis drove in State with her suite to the
palace, and the Grand Duke received them dressed
in shorts. Prince Alfred and Prince Louis (both
Knights of the Garter) followed them in a six-horsed
carriage with escort, bearing the insignia and wearing
full Garter robes. The family, the Court and the
corps diplomatique were grouped behind the Throne,
in front of which stood the recipient. Prince Alfred
read his address in English, the Grand Duke replied
in German. The investiture then took place : Prince
Alfred knelt to buckle on the Garter below the shorts,
and with the help of Prince Louis he adjusted the
ribbon over the Grand Duke's shoulder, the sword
by his side, and the cloak over all. It was a difficult
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